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Introduction

We started planning for Lent 2021 when we were seeking articles for Advent
2020, as 2021 is one of those years where Lent commences early in the year,

and with the holiday season itoés often diff
all tha t the pandemic meant with regard to people being restricted in what
they could and coul dnot do, we thought t he

Easter meant to them during the time where we were living restricted lives.

At times | thought about what it wou | d have been |like | iving
the societal restrictions they were bound by -- where to live, what to eat, who

to mix with T not unlike what we were being required to do in Melbourne.

Fortunately, we are not restricted, generally, where we can pray and how we
worship God, |ike people in Jesusd day wer e.

Following on from the advent theme of Waiting , we felt Watching was perfect
for Lent. How will you be Watching during Lent this year?

We are very appreciative of the members at NRUC who have shared their
insights, personal reflections, and prayers in the articles, and those who have

been involved in the production of this book. We pray that you will be

blessed during the days of Lent as you read and reflect on the articles offered

to you.

For your information, the following abbreviations identify the various versions
of Bible Text that have been used:

AMP  Amplified Bible CEV  Contemporary English
GNT  Good News Translation ISV International Standard
KJV King James Version MSG The Message

NASB New American Standard Bible NIV New International Version
NIRV  New International Revised NRSV New Revised Standard

RSV Revised Standard Version

We encourage you to share this resource with family and friends. Use the
following lin k Nruc.org.au/lentbook to download the booklet from the NRUC
website.

Pam Grant
NRUC Publications Team
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Wednesday, 17 February
Ash Wednesday

Before them fire devours, behind them a flame blazes. Before them the
land is like the garden of Eden, behind them a desert waste, nothing
escapes them. Joel 2:3 (NIV)

| had been thinking about an Ash Wednesday article for thi
for some time, but nothing came to mind so | decided to check some of my
earlier articles. When | read my 2006
first comes to mind, when you think of
som e tweaking, it would still be appropriate as a point of reflection for

today.

When | considered writing something for this day, | did a search on the
|l nt er neAs i oWe ddn eand i wa8 much easier to find stories and

phot os about the fires rather than the
it?

Do you recall what you were doing on Ash Wednesday in 1983 when for

many 1t was the first time theyrlead exp
(1 know many who may be reading thiFermaeve
this was also my daughter Melissabs fir

this Wednesday was no ordinary day!!

However severe the fires
were that year, and on
many occasions since, they
can be seen to be about
growth i new growth -
especially in  Australia,
where much of our natural
bush needs fire to release
the seeds for regrowth. So
too, as we meditate on Ash
Wednesday let wus be
watchful for t
help us in our growth as
disciples of Jesus.

Pam Grant

Prayer Lord God, as we think about what Ash Wednesday reminds us of,
| et us focus on the 6regrowthoé in our |
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Thursday, 18 February
Watching God

Before | formed you inthe womb | kne w you, before you were born | set
you apart; | appointed you é Jeremiah 1:5 (NIV)

Watching must be important. After

all, it seems to be a frequent and
favourite activity of God. In the
very first chapter of the bible we

are told that God watched . Not
once, not twice, but seven times:
AAnd Go &0 Ataeach step of
creation He stopped, watched , and
declared He was pleased with the
project so far. Why did God do
this? And w hy did He bother telling
us?

| am sure you have a creative or art istic talent or inter est? Maybe
music, patchwork , carpentry, painting , gardening, floral arrangement,
writing , poetry, embroidery, metalwork, jewellery, or mechanics? Have you
ever been i n the middle of a oOoproject
surveyed the progress of your waahinge ¢he ravo r
material slowly change into the final product, however slow and difficult the

task ? Maybe yo u decide to alter your composition, adjust the pattern, or

simply start again? Is it possible God look s at His handiwork and does the
same? God surveys his work and takes pleasure in it, as if to tell us
everything He made has a deliberate place and design .

Similarly , we are told God takes a keen interest in each of us, from before

we were born! And in His hands he intends to create something unique and
beautiful out of each of us , ho matter how far from Him we go, no matter

how much we ar e dsiusbtorpatcitneadl bdye sG g n s 6 éllow
Him.

Graeme Duke

Prayer God, our Heavenly Father, thank you for this amazing world you
created with all its finely tuned beautiful complexity. Please forgive me for

trying to-rheedea pbesreddnd i nstead of all owl
the unique individual You intended. Amen

North Ringwood Uniting Church Reflections for Lent 2020 Page 2



Friday, 19 February
WatchingéeContempl atin

Remain in me, as | also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it
must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in
me. John15:4 (NIV)

During our coronavirus lockdown we have been blessed, that is, more than
fortunate, to have had church members capable and willing, to bring us
Church online services each week.

While listening and
watching the service, Marg
and | sit at our family table
with a view towards our
backyard. We do at times
look out watching the view
both in a contemplating
and reflecting mindset.

The word avatching 6is used
in many aspects of our life,
however one  definition
says, fWatchingé | . |
event in silence is one : : e Bl | NG PESe ﬁ

thin g, the existential fact of being there closing the potential distance
bet ween self and circumstanceo.

In one of our online services Rev lan , in talking about the Trinity , likened it
to a tree. The tree roots being God, the trunk being Jesus and the
branches the Holy Spirit. | did send a note to lan to say that from our view

at the table | see more large tree trunks than branches, more of Jesus!

So, whilst our trees are no t fruit trees, our view iIs a reminder that trees

only survive because of their roots, trunks , and branches/foliage.
And Jesus died on a wooden (tree) cross for all of us who accept him and
believe.

Fred Tuininga

Prayer = Dear Heavenly Father as we watch and wait , we thank you for
sending your Son and for allowing Jesus to pay the ultimate sacrifice, so
that we, who believe, can be pa rt of your Heavenly family. Amen
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Saturday, 20 February
There is a formula, you have to watch.

In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! | have overcome the

world . John 16:33 (NIV)
This is how much God loved the world: He gave his Son, his one and only

Son. And this is why: so that no one need be destroyed; by believing in
him, anyone can have a whole and lasting life. John 3:16 ( MSG)
Easter never happens at the same time . There is a formula; with the date

calculated from the first Sunday after the first full moon following the
Spring Equinox in March.

As we prepare for Easter, we clear our minds, hearts and heads of all the
worl dly stuff happening around us. | t 6s
shown to us through the many parts of
our heads around every single detail.

Wa tch and listen to God as he speaks to you in this time of Lent.

See what it is that he pours onto your heart, something that he particularly
wants you to process this year:

Will it be the bit where Jesus gets anointed with very expensive

perfume by a woman?.. .. The triumphant entry into town, on a

donkey?. ... The washing of the feet?.. .. What about the last supper
with the disciples?.. .. Maybe it will be the bit about the traitor? ..
The time alone at Gethsemane?. ... The kiss, as asign? .... The false
charges? .... The denial in the courtyard? ... Th e thirty pieces of
silver? .... The judgement?.. .. The mocking?.. .. The crucifixion?

The empty tomb, the gardener, the resurrection? .... The doubting,
the stranger on the road, the breakfast on the beach?

As you watch during Lent, ask God to speak to you in a way that you have
never | istened before. Why dondét you t

Trevor Vernon

Prayer Lord, this lent, open our ears to hear your message in a new
way. Open our eyes to see you and what you have done for us with new
eyes. Help us to share this love story and to pass it on. Amen.
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Sunday, 21 February

Temptation is a point of decision

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in
the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild
beasts; and the angels waited on him. Mark 1:12 -13 (NRSV)

At times we are in danger of reducing Jesus to a kind of automaton, a
passive agent of God, simply tracking the laid -out rails of a divine plan. We
know f rom our own experience of failure and faithfulness, our struggles

with temptations and the burden of decision, that as humans we bear the
fearful and wonderful responsibility of freedom. In our confession that
Jesus is both fully human and fully divine, we must acknowledge that the
burden and joy of human freedom was also his; that the way Jesus
confronted temptation, the way he freely chose the risky path rather than

the safe, the way he chose to speak truth into darkness rather than remain

silent, and the  way he chose to freely take up the cross; were exercises of

his human freedom sustained by his deep communion with God.

Mar kés story of
offers scant detail compared to
the other gospels, but it does
offer us a minor detail not
present in the other accounts.
We are told the
Jesus into the wilderness, an

even more accurate translation
of the Greek might be that Jesus was O

experience, we al so recognize that theé
into situations where we have to make critical choices between what we
know is right and our own self -interests. Just as Jesu

heavenly Father sustained him through his time of testing, so it is also our

relationship with God that emp owers us in such moments.
Andy Tiver

Prayer  Lord do not bring us to the time of trial, but if you do, deliver us
from evil. Amen
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Monday, 22 February

God watching over us

Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another, be sympathetic, love
as brothers, be compassionate and humble. 1 Peter 3:8 (ISV)

God has waited a long time for us to overcome our foolish ways, and listen
to what he has been trying to tell us through prophets in the Old
Testament.

God sent his only Son  into the world to show us a better way of life; Jesus

obeyed and did his Fatheros wild/l even t
Goddos way, and shared it with his disc
shock to all, but He did his Fatheros w

But, Chr ist rose again and told his disciples to wait for the Holy Spirit to
come to them and tell the world about Him and his wonderful way of life.

This is why we celebrate Easter, NOT to eat Easter eggs and buy expensive
gifts etc. Itis to think about what Go d and Jesus did for us!

Goddos |l ove was expressed through Jesus
thinking of others and sharing our love to all.

Margaret Homewood

Prayer  God help us to remember that we are not alone; you are always
there to listentous  when we pray to you with our concerns. Amen
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Tuesday, 23 February

Watching and learning from Jesus

When Jesus reached the spot, he |l ooked
come down i mmediatel y. I must stay at vy
down and welcomed him gladly. Luke 19:5 -6 (NIV)
Zacchaeus was the chief tax collector in Jericho and had become rich and

powerful at the expense of his own people. The people therefore despised
and viewed him as a traitor.

Not long ago, | assisted a gentleman on holiday to attend a wedding. He
had a checkered criminal history with some of his crimes described as
heinous. My work colleague and | resolved to make this time away for him
as enjoyable as possible and so took pains to support him with dignity and
respect.

By the end of the long weekend away, | had lost count of the number of
times he said Thank You . He a Imost had a tear in his eye when we dropped
him off home. To this man it was like being seen in a new light

While the disciples might have cringed when Jesus called Zacchaeus down
from the tree, Jesus wanted the disciples and the people to know that
forgiveness was for everyone. Yes, it was disturbing to others, but a must
for a Carpenter who came to seek and save those who are lost.

Jesusod6 act of compassion |l ed to a profo
the eyes of the people the worst of sinne rs. Zacchaeus had seen, and was
now being seen in a new light

We ar e call ed t o do s ame f or ot her s é
criminal séfor i f you |l ove those who 1| o
(Matthew 5:46a)

Jesus took this to the ultimate test on the cross. What Love is this? What

sacrifice! This Easter, we are again challenged to watch and learn from
Jesus.

Barry Turner

Prayer Dear Lord, may your Kingdom come even in the most difficult
and inconvenient ways so that your will may be done. Amen
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Wednesday, 24 February

The anger of Jesus

Quit your worship charades. | canot
Monthly conferences, weekly Sabbaths, special meetings d meetings,
meetings, meetings 61 candt stand one mor e

Isaiah 1:13 (MSG)

As | began my preparation for Advent, the scripture reading for the day
came from Isaiah. | was immediately struck by the harsh words in the
passage that chastised the people and the way they were living out their
faith.

Fast forward to Matthewods go‘fpeéﬂ-—-____
and we read about Jesus entering Sy W
the temple in Jerusalem and \ :
overturning the tables of the
money changes. He was angry that
they had turned the house of

prayer into a den of robbers. Once
again God & chosen people had lost

their way. How little they had
learn t.

And yet we are no different. We too, get caught up in the busyness of life.

Wecan alll ose sight of Godds call to simpl
Saviour. Christ has died for us to set us free. God is inviting us into a new

and transformative rel  ationship that will enrich us and breathe new life into

us all.

May Lent be a time of letting go of the things that draw us away from God,
and become a time when we sit at the feet of Jesus. May our hearts be
warmed and souls renewed as we hear the Easter story afresh.

Andrea Long

Prayer Loving God, forgive us when we lose our way and turn away
from you. May the message of Easter turn our lives around. Amen.
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Thursday, 25 February

Be watchful

Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.
1 Corinthians 16:13 (ESV)
Because of his strength | will watch for You, For God is my stronghold.
Psalm 59:9 (NASB)

We were call ed t oin@ieent gervieep amhere thé® message
was based on Mathew 25:1  -13, the parable of the ten virgins. During the
service the name of Corrie ten Boom came to mind, so | wrote it down.

| recalled reading her book The Hiding Place and was
reminded of the wo man of deep faith and
commitment, seeking to be strong responding to her

beli efs. But It wasnot eas
f ai Cdrrie suffered a moral crisis over the lying,

theft, forgery and bribery that are necessary to keep
the Jews that her family is hiding . (The Hiding Place,
Wikipedia).  But all the while she was not deterred from

what she was being called to d 0. However, the need

to be watchful was essential as she and her family

never knew when they might be betrayed. While

there were people in her life who were very supportive

of what her family were doing, hiding Jewish families from the Nazis, there

were ot hers who would go to any | ength
them.

Despite being sent to several different places of internment, she was
eventually released oO0through a clerical
normal life. For the remainder of her life she continued to serve God, but

was always watchful and prepared for what she might be called to do, and

how she would respond.

How will you respond to Godds call ?

Pam Grant

Prayer Father God, thank you for people like Corrie ten Boom who
provide us with good examples of always being watchful as to the needs of
others. Help us to be watchful, so we can respond when called by you.
Amen
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Friday, 26 February
Watching for the truth

Ifyoudeclare wi t h your mout h, @antldslieve iniyarheaotr d,
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
Romans 10:9 (NIV)

The above Scripture was  a declaration | affirmed prior to my baptism in the
Churches of Christ Ringwood nearly 40 years ago. Whenever | meet with
other Christi ans who worship in a different denomination or strike a
difference in opinion with other followers of Jesus, | remind myself of these
words.

So then, if anyone | meet has made this same declaration and believes it in
their hearts, nothing else really matt ers 1 they are and always will be my
brother or sister in Christ regardless of any other differences.

The Bible is often quoted as the source of nourishment and truth for our

Christian faith journeys. Since we are all different, surely we can accept

that God might speak to us in diverse ways depending on our personalities,

past experiences, the junctures w here we stand in our spiritual journeys,
andourGod -gi ven abilities to interpret and

Although there are essential beliefs, including the above Scripture in
Romans 10, there are also non -essential beliefs, which Christians should
not find cause for unnecessary division

Surely God loves everyone and dearly wants them to enter his heavenly
kingdom. So why do Christians often put so much emphasis on things that
potentially divide and act as barriers to others who do not know Jesus? Of
course we need to be on guard against false teaching, and therefore must
watch for the truth.

To watch for the truth is to | ook to
give you: Love one another. As | have loved you, so you must love one
another. By this ev  eryone will know that you are my disciples, if you love
one another.o (John 13:34, 35).

Barry Stewart

Prayer i My we be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that we
may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that we may

know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, in whom are hidden all the
treasures of wisdom Amend (Akaptea o €oldsgiads.2:D,3)
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Saturday, 27 February

Hallelujah

A ét han kte Gol, &ho always leads us in triumphal procession in Christ
and through us spreads everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of
hi m. o 2 Corinthians 2:14 (ESV)

Before Christmas 2010 a colleague sent me this link
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SXh7JR9oKVE&feature=mfu_in_orderé&l

ist=UL -1 didnoét | ook at it before Christm
2011.

What struck me at the tim e was its applicability to Easter as well as
Christmas. | 6m not going to say any
demonstrates (to me at | east) our Godos
| will arrange for the link to be forwarded via E -link on the day this artic le
is due to be read; you can just click on it to view the clip rather than

re-t yping the address. |l f you dondét have

ask a friend or family member to access the link for you.

ED: This article first appeared in the 201 1 Lent Booklet; it is reappearing with minor
adjustment. When the editorial team found that this article had been the eleventh

article in 2011 and appeared on a Saturday, we felt it appropriate to include it this year

as the eleventh article.

Anna Davey

Prayer Thank you for being with us in the ordinary. Amen
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Sunday, 28 February
Take up the Cross

If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take

up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose

it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and the sake of the gospel,

will save it. Mark 8:34 -35 (NRSV)

Jesus understood that his
unswerving faithfulness to his
mission was drawing him into ever
deeper conflict with the religious and
political leaders of his time, and that
their animosity was growing into
murderous intent. On hearing him
speak of his approac hing rejection

and death, Peter rebuked Jesus.
nGet behind me Satan!o Jesus replied.
another place of temptation, like the wilderness at the beginning of the

Gospel. It is a very real human tendency to let our own concerns and
immediate self -interests loom largest in times of threat and danger. Jesus
challenges Peter to look beyond these concerns and focus on the things of

God.

Jesus makes clear that the path that he took to the cross, and the
relinquishment of self -interes t and the embrace of risk that went with it, is

also the way of the disciple who follows. The paradox at the core of
Christian faith is that in death, life is discovered; in giving our selves away,
salvation is found. We are called to travel on the way of the cross, but we
do not travel this way alone, there is one who accompanies us, who has
travelled this way before us, and attained victory.

Andy Tiver

Prayer  Lord give us courage to say yes to your way, to surrender
ourselves, to give ourselves away in service of you and others, and to
enter your promise of salvation. Amen
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Monday, 1 March

Why do we watch?

Watch therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming
Matthew 24:42 (RSV)

We watch for so very many things. The postman if Il tdos a birthd
occasion. The television for whatever reason. Do we watch, or look for,

signs that things are going wrong? |0V
news because of this dismal time of COVID.

T -‘"“f}f‘?&‘; :\\,‘:&,:‘:‘ uﬁﬂ.ﬁi
Does it make a difference if we watch for things? They will happen anyway!
One good thing to watch is your own,

watching can make a big difference.

One thing that we can watch is our journey in life and in Lent we can
certainly watch as Jesus goes to His death & resurrection. We know He will
come again. We need to be aware at all times of God acting in our lives.

We need to be ready, as Jesus may return any time.

Anne Newman

Prayer Dear Lord, help me to always be aware of you in my life. Thank
you for what you do all the time in our lives that we barely notice. Amen
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Tuesday, 2 March
The Mistletoe

So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your
lives in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you
were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness : Colossians 2:6 -7 (NIV)

A feature of many Australian mistletoe plants is that they mimic their host
plants.

/ 7 P

( . .
. B ares - E cughinghaniiana
Amyema cambagei is a NS ey CHOAINGNA

Y 74 "' : ! .’ S e
At right is an example. The %3 ,.,;?;,ICaSUarina ?‘@&

mistletoe and closely
resembles its host plant the
casuarina. Can you see any
difference?

Amyema
cambagei

Similar adaptation occurs
when the hostisa  eucalypt,

an acacia ora melaleuca.
Fasci nat i R @y livisgrlose tothé host  -plant the mistletoe has

adapted to resemb le its host.

- Herebdbs another e
left. Can you spot the

difference between the

~eucalypt and the mistletoe?

When we come close to Christ
and watch him we become
like him. What a thought!

Remember, the call upon your
life is to become Christlike

Eucalypt left, Amyema sanguinea right

la n Hickingbotham
Prayer May | rise to this call by living close to you Jesus. Amen.
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Wednesday, 3 March

Staying awake

Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong.
1 Corinthians 16:13 (NIV)

We have been encouraged to write articles for the Advent and Lenten
Booklets early this year, so | am writing while Melbourne is still under
Stage 4 lockdown in September 2020

As in my Advent article | started to look for ideas by using a Thesaurus to

sear ch simil ar words t o t haevatchilgebme , T hieny ti
words like following, observing, viewing, guarding, peeking, caring for, and
keeping an eye onébut t her stayigaawaken ®. mME ¢
owatchingdéd in the comteexxthoirnmedwhiush tdbe
0staying awaked!

Jesus had cause to chide his disciples,

fell asleep in the Garden of Gethsemane
not twice, but three times! At other times, however, Jesus referred to
owatchingdé in a spiritual senseéand thi

in the verse above in 1 Corinthians.

So, whatever the circumstances we face during this time of Lent in 2021,
Paul exhorts us to Obe on eétrogusedobdun
read, | earn and think about what Jesus?®d

Stand firm and strengthen in the faith by spending more time in reading

and |istening to Godds messages in your
Be courageous, asking God to help you grow and fol | ow 1 n the
Jesusd wherever His path may | ead you.
Be strongéowatchd with Jesus i n Gethse

yourselféand ot hers as Jvaghi and staysawakeolr gi v

Barry Stewart

Prayer Dear heavenl y Estdghow byévatehingpand staying
awakeébeing on our guard, standing firn
courageous, and staying strong for the
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Thursday, 4 March

A different Shepherd picture

He takes care of his flock like a shepherd. He gathers the lambs in his
arms. He carries them close to his heart. Isaiah 40:11  (NIRV)

In 1996, | saw this picture on the chapel wall at a
Retreat Centre in Cheltenham. | have searched for

the story and artist many times on Google, but
never found its origin. Over the years this picture

has been so special to me and | see so many of

my stories unfolding as | meditate on it.

Jesus the Shepherd gently gathers the lambs
together and keeps them safe in His care.

In the background is a small hill with a single
cross!

Is Jesus going to the cross?

Is He coming away from the cross? 1/ 41 s
| think Jesus looks sad, His crown of thorns Unknown Source
weighs heavily and painfully on His head as a reminder of His sacrifi cial
suffering for us, and Godds | ove.

The Risen, crucified Jesus, carries the vulnerable lamb safely on His
shoulders, holding his  four legs gently so that the lamb feels very secure.

But Jesus also is caring for three frisky active lambs at His feet, al | doing
their own thing, and going in different directions!

Where do you think Jesus is going?

| see myself in each of the lambs. | am charging ahead and doing my own
thing. Sometimes | am looking to Jesus for direction, keeping the cross in
the backgroun d. Sometimes | am wrapping myself close to His side so that
| am aware of His presence and guidance. And | am also the lamb that is
needing to be carried and nurtured.

Which lamb speaks to you?

Glenys Freeman

Prayer Gracious God. We are grateful for Your loving sacrifice to us of
Jesus, Your Son. As we meditate on this picture, may we be mindful of
Your Spirit touching us, calling us and leading us in Your Care. Amen
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Friday, 5 March

No greater love than this

Noone has greater | ove than this, to | a
John 15:13 (NRSV)

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was imprisoned in Germany
in 1943. He had resisted the Nazi regime,
especially with their treatment of Jews. He
sensed the call of Christ very early in his life T
even as a young boy. He grew up in the
Lutheran church, but was disillusioned with its y
compromi se towards Hitler c”)s‘

t he new seminary called-'

Churcho.

Faithfulness to the Call of Christ was his p riority. He wrote in his book The
Cost of Di sci pl eshi p, AWhen Chri st cal
and die. o Bonhoeffer attracted the re
emotional revolutionary charisma, but with a thoughtful process that

touched both mind and soul of hearers, that called them to take Jesus
seriously. He was truly a Lenten person, for sacrifice and self -denial was
his discipline and habit.

Bonhoeffer corresponded from prison with his fiancé and family for two
years. In February 1945, there was silence. The war was ending and yet
there were no letters. He was shifted to a concentration camp and was
hanged on April 9.

While in prison he had written that he was trying to master poetry and

hymn writing. Here is a verse he wrote |j ust months before he was

executedé
And when the cup you give is filled to brimming

with bitter suffering, hard to
ewe shall recall what we have |
and dedicate our lives to you alone.

John UG

Prayer Our God, like Jesus, like Paul, like Dietrich Bonhoeffer, my we be
prepared to embrace costly discipleship. Forgive us for being followers of
cheap grace. Renew our hearts and rekindle our love. Amen.
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Saturday, 6 March
River watching

All the rivers  flow into the sea, Yet the sea is not full. To the place where
the rivers flow, There they flow again : Ecclesiastes 1:7 (AMP)

During a worship service in September 2020, Andy asked us to recall a

river from our growing up. For me this was easy i the Whanganui River;
with a length of 290kms (180 miles) it is New Z e a | thind dlangest river.
Its head waters are in the central plateau of the North Island, on Mt

Tongariro. Here the waters are pure and clean, tumbling over volcanic

rock. By the time it getstoWh anganui I t60s wi de anmnldowstk
into the Tasman Sea.

After storms upriver, from our house we were able to watch the dirty water
spreading out from the river mouth into the sea. We always wondered
what debris would end up on the beach and were always eager to get down
to the beach. We were not

the only ones there

watching for what the river

was bringing onto the

beach.

We were always amazed at

the power of the water that

brought all this down the

river to the beach. We had

to be watc hful as we clambered around and over the piles of driftwood and
pumice, in all shapes and sizes, in various shapes and sizes. Usually there
were a few sheep or bullock, or pieces
too much about God when exploring the debris; it was probably more
excitement about what | could make with that piece of wood or pumice.

But, the message in the service certainly got me thinking. Was this one of
Godos c¢ | eansi maherihg togetldes matter along the way, that
should be got rid of?

During Lent we should be watchful for what we need to get rid of, so that
we can follow Jesus and be ready to watch the river that he will lead us to.

Pam Grant

Prayer  God, thank you for the rains that you send to cleanse and feed
the land. Thank you for your gift to us at Easter through Jesus. Amen
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